WEER O3 - 2:8-5:11

The longing for love and the seeking of it.

Preface

Last week, we began diving into the first two songs, examining some comparisons made and
perceiving a sense of mutual admiration. We also noted the bride’s expressions of her needs
and desires.

This week, we will look at three vignettes that demonstrate the bride’s desperation and desire
for love, as well as the purity of love honored through the way the lovers wait to awaken it.

Background: The three vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 2:8-17, “The Bride Adores
Her Beloved?”; (2) 3:1-5, “The Bride’s Dream”; and (3) 3:6-11, “Solomon Arrives for the
Wedding.” Most of these vignettes are spoken by the bride, including one with a dream
sequence where she reiterates the charge not to awaken love until it desires. The third
vignette compares a wedding procession to the groom’s arrival, celebrating their love and
marking the initial fulfillment of her desire, though there are still processes to follow.

Warm-up question: What is something you would be willing to wait 3 hours in line for?

Study

Read Song of Songs 2:8-17 and answer the following questions.

1. How does the bride describe the groom and what he is doing in 2:8-9, and what does the
groom say in 2:15? What does this reveal about the process and nature of love?

Notes: The bride describes the groom as a gazelle or young stag, symbolizing beauty and strength. He
comes from the mountain and stands behind the wall, which shows respect for the bride’s space while
admiring her, signified by the act of peering through the lattice. The groom eventually calls out to the bride
gently, inviting her to come out of hiding. This demonstrates a love that is neither forced nor rushed.

2. Song of Songs 2:8-17 depicts the bride’s fantasy of the groom’s arrival. In 2:10-13, what does
the bride imagine the groom saying? What does her imagination reveal about her desires?

Notes: In the bride’s imagination, the groom speaks of the arrival of spring, along with other references to
nature, symbolizing renewal and the joy of love. This reveals a deep longing for connection and intimacy,
while the spring imagery suggests a desire for new beginnings and the flourishing of their relationship.

3.1n 2:16-17, the bride speaks of mutual commitment and exclusivity for the first time. Why
are these factors important in the pursuit of intimacy? What is it about intimacy that
necessitates such carefulness and appropriateness?

Notes: Mutual commitment and exclusivity provides the trust, safety and security to pursue deeper
intimacy, which are essential for fostering deep emotional connections. These conveys that humans are
made to connect deeply but intimacy is a sacred act that needs to be pursued in proper boundaries.



Read Song of Songs 3:1-5 and answer the following questions.

Song of Songs 3:1-5 is the first instance of a dream sequence, a storytelling device that
represents a character’s dream, often used to reveal their fears, desires, or inner thoughts
through surreal imagery and symbolism.

4. What emotions are conveyed in her dream, and what does it reveal about the depth of her
emotional experience of being in love?

Notes: The bride seems afraid of losing her groom, and the dream illustrates the seeking and finding that
indicate a strong desire for intimacy and the reality of love, which can be an all-consuming, deeply
emotional experience.

5. The bride’s dream concludes with yet another charge not to arouse or awaken love until it
so desires. What does this reveal about her character?

Read Song of Songs 3:6-11 and answer the following questions.

This vignette is a portrayal of a wedding procession from ancient Israelite tradition. In that
tradition, a wedding takes place over a long series of events, beginning with the procession to
consummation, followed by feasting, with each process spanning seven days.

6. What references does the bride use to describe this procession? How does her culture's
way of celebrating reflect the value they place on marriage compared to our modern culture?

Application

1. In light of the importance of mutual commitment and delight in love, how can you continue
nurturing your love for God and for one another in various relationships?

2. What practical steps can you take to apply the wisdom of not arousing or awakening love
until it so desires, and to honor the process of cultivating love?

3. Song of Songs 2:8-17 demonstrates a love that waits and respects others’ willingness to
open up. This mirrors God’s love for us, as He waits for us to open the door while He knocks.
What areas of your heart are you struggling to let God into, and why? What is one step you can
take to grow in this area?



