WEER O2 - 1:1-2:7

The desire for love and its beginning.

Preface

Last week, we looked at the entire Song of Songs and observed the passion of God’s love
made real in the love between a man and a woman. There are repeated phrases and ideas that
emphasize various aspects of love that point us to Divine love.

This week, we will study the first two vignettes that depict mutual adoration and exclusivity in
love through a call-and-response dialogue between two lovers in an outdoor fantasy scene.

Background: The two vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 1:2-7, “The Bride Confesses
Her Love”; and (2) 1:8-2:7, “Solomon and His Bride Delight in Each Other”. These vignettes are
filled with expressions of mutual physical admiration between the lovers, ending with a charge
to the Daughters of Jerusalem not to arouse or awaken love until it so desires.

Warm-up question: What is one facial feature you have that you secretly like the most?

Study

Read Song of Songs 1:1-2:7 and answer the following questions.

1. How does the poem begin? Who speaks first, and what does he/she talk about? What senses
are evoked in these verses? (1:2-4)

Notes: Observe the comparisons made in these verses. What do the bride and her friends affirm and what
does it imply about the groom’s reputation?

2.1n 1:5-11, what does the bride say about herself, and how does the groom respond? What
does this exchange teach us about their perspectives on physical attractiveness?

Notes:

1.There are mixed interpretations regarding whether dark skin is a symbol of high status obtained from
tanning activities or an indication of low status as an agricultural worker. In any case, the groom does
not seem bothered by her skin color and praises other aspects of her appearance. He even likens her to
a mare among horses (v. 9), indicating that he found her sexually attractive and she piqued his attention.

2.In ancient Israelite culture, brothers are usually guardians of a woman's sexuality and are often involved
in marriage negotiations; hence, they are mentioned in verse 6. Additionally, the word “vineyard” has
multiple meanings, which can refer to either literal agricultural work or aspects of her sexuality.

3. What do the exchanges of compliments between the two lovers in 1:12-2:5 show us about
their attraction and love for one another?

Notes: These reflect mutual admiration and desire between the lovers, who are unashamed in expressing
and appreciating each other’s beauty.



4. What metaphors and images do the lovers use to describe each other, and what do you
think each figuratively represents? What qualities or values are highlighted?

Notes:
e “Your love is better than wine” (1:2) — joy and pleasure, intoxicating and enriching nature of love
e Fragrance and spices (1:3, 12-13) — represent attraction, sensuality, and allure
e “Acluster of henna blossoms” (1:14) — beauty, love, and fertility, symbolizing the richness of love
e Doves (1:15) — peace, love, purity, and fidelity, portraying a gentle and affectionate nature
e “Like alily among thorns” (2:1) — the bride’s beauty and uniqueness that stands out
e “An apple tree among the trees of the forest” (2:3) — desirability, sense of safety

5. Based on 2:3-2:5, what does the bride desire from the groom? How do these verses show
the reality of human desires and needs for support, and one’s openness to express them?

Notes: The three verses show a variety of human desires that can all be part of the expression of love, and
the bride articulates these desires openly, unashamed of her needs.

e |nverse 3, the comparison to the “apple tree” symbolizes the sense of safety and comfort.

e Inverse 4, the bride expresses her desire to be led and protected, as implied by the word “banner.”

e Inverse 5, she further expresses her need for “support,” seeking both emotional and physical closeness.

6. Who was the bride speaking to in 2:7? Considering the various aspects and expressions of
love discussed, why do you think it is wise not to arouse or awaken love until it so desires?

Application

1. In these songs, the groom and bride engage in brief exchanges of appreciation for each
other’s beauty, celebrating love and attraction without shame. What can you learn about
giving compliments during the early stages of attraction to foster healthy connections?

2. How easy is it for you to express your needs to God and others, and to ask for support?
Expressing our needs invites connection, ideally rooted in trust. How can you grow in your
awareness and openness to express your needs?

3. What aspects of love reflected in these passages mirror God’s love for His people? In what
areas do you need to cultivate a deeper love for God?

Notes: Several helpful keywords include desire, mutual delight/affection, commitment, unconditionality, ...



