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SONG OF SONGS

6-WEEK STUDY GUIDE

Theological Focus

Song of Songs is one of the most unique books in the Bible, characterized by its passionate
and poetic language written in the genre of lyrical poetry. The name “Song of Songs” in the
original Hebrew implies a superlative meaning: “The Greatest Song.”

This book is, as some say, a collection of song lyrics originally written to be sung at wedding
feasts. Others view it as a single, unified song, akin to a play. In any case, it celebrates
humanity’s desire for intimacy and speaks openly about the passion between a man and a
woman as something to be cherished. This work also points to a love that transcends human
love and to humanity’s ultimate purpose: to be united with God and His wisdom.*?

Several key themes addressed in this book are:
e The longing, seeking, passion, and power of love?®,
e Mutuality and exclusivity in love*®, and
e The beauty, purity, and sanctity of love at its consummation?®.

Background

The genre of Song of Songs is ancient Israelite love poetry, and it is classified as wisdom
literature within the Hebrew Bible. Wisdom literature provides a divine perspective on the
good and righteous life, and this book specifically hones in on love, portraying an ideal of
human love between a man and a woman. A Bible commentator, Constable, notes that this
book reveals the foundation, strength, practice, and fruits of love.”

A characteristic of this book is its numerous graphic references that are foreign to our culture,
making it both captivating and confusing to study. In addition, like most poetry, this book is
full of repetition and metaphors. Due to its style and genre, this book has likely received more
varied interpretations than any other book in the Bible, with some writers believing it presents
the “greatest hermeneutical challenge” in the Old Testament.”

1.The Bible Project, “Song of Songs Summary,” https://bibleproject.com/videos/song-songs.
2.Navigators, Song of Solomon.

3.The Bible Project, “Song of Songs,” https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-song-of-songs.
4.Longman and Garland, Proverbs-Isaiah.

5.Thomas L. Constable, “Song of Solomon,” https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/song/song.htm.

6.John MacArthur, “Song of Songs,” https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/macarthur_john/bible-introductions/songofsongs-intro.cfm.
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Authorship: Despite the superscription in Song of Songs 1:1 mentioning “Solomon’s Song of
Songs,” the actual authorship by Solomon cannot be fully confirmed. This phrase can mean
“The Song of Songs which is ‘to,” ‘for,” or ‘concerning’ Solomon.”

Canonicity: Song of Songs has been recognized as canonical* since ancient times as part of
the Wisdom Literature in the Jewish Scriptures (Tanakh), although there is no mention of God
and its authorship remains unclear. While there were some debates about its inclusion due to
its sensual themes, it was ultimately accepted and is often interpreted allegorically.

*Canonical = included in the list of sacred books officially accepted as genuine.

Characters: There are three main characters in this collection of songs, namely:
e She = A beautiful, Shulammite woman (6:13). The most notable character in the lyrics,
where her personality and passions are depicted vividly.
e He = A handsome, well-off shepherd (1:18), also occasionally referred to as a “king.” She
might be speaking figuratively—he is to her like a king, or like a shepherd.
e Friends = A choir that reacts to them. These united voices resemble the chorus in an
ancient Greek play, providing commentary on the actions of the bride and groom.

These three characters could be identified and were added as headings in our modern Bible
by translators based on the gender of the Hebrew forms in the original text. The characters in
the Song may or may not represent real individuals, such as Solomon. There are also various
interpretations regarding the role and characteristics of the male figure—whether he is a third
person (like a competitor) or the one pursuing the female figure.

Interpretative Approaches

Literal Allegorical

& S
< L4

“Itis what it says” “It means something more”

Literal Approach: This interpretation views Song of Songs as a love poem that expresses and
celebrates human love, relationships, and sexual intimacy, an approach more commonly used
since the last century. It suggests that the book primarily reflects what love should be as
created by God and what it will become when He restores everything. A common pitfall of this
approach is downplaying divine perspectives.

Allegorical Approach: This interpretation sees Song of Songs as depicting the relationship
between God and Israel in Judaism or between Christ and the Church in Christianity. This
approach was more prevalent in the early church and gained popularity toward the end of the
first century; it seeks rich and profound truth in every word of the Bible, often assigning
specific meanings to images and figures through typology.

Much like our modern interpretation of poetry or song lyrics, there are multiple ways to
interpret Song of Songs. Therefore, to ensure a smooth Bible study experience, one should
stick to one method.



Key Verses

Song of Songs 2:6, 8:3
His left arm is under my head, and his right arm embraces me.

Song of Songs 2:7, 3.5, 8:4
Daughters of Jerusalem, | charge you (by the gazelles and by the does of the field): Do not
arouse or awaken love until it so desires.

Song of Songs 2:16 “My beloved is mine and | am his...”
Song of Songs 6:3 “| am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine...”
Song of Songs 7:10 “| belong to my beloved, and his desire is for me.”

Song of Songs 4:1

How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your eyes behind your veil are doves.
Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from the hills of Gilead.

Song of Songs 5:12

His eyes are like doves by the water streams, washed in milk, mounted like jewels.

Song of Songs 8:6-7

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its
jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters
cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away. If one were to give all the wealth of one’s
house for love, it would be utterly scorned.

Guidelines and Principles

In this guide, we will take a literal approach, viewing this literary work as a collection of love
songs that primarily reflect human love and intimacy. This study will assume that the songs
are organized to show a progression in the intensity of love and anticipation as the two lovers
seek satisfaction in love, but not necessarily a plot or storyline.

Due to differing translation philosophies that require translators to make interpretive
decisions, it is strongly encouraged to stick to one translation for consistency in study and
familiarity with the text. This study is based on the New International Version (NIV), while
vignette or section titles are taken from the English Standard Version (ESV).

All studies should be grounded in the truths and principles outlined in 2 Timothy 3:16-17,
where Paul, keeping the Old Testament in view, states that all Scripture is God-breathed and
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. In these studies, we can be assured
that the Holy Spirit will guide all discussions and teach us the truths we need to learn.



WEER O1 - AN OVERVIEW

The longing, seeking, passion, and power of love.

Preface

Background: Song of Songs is a book in the Bible that is a collection of lyrical poetry capturing
the interactions of two lovers in their quest for satisfaction in love. This book includes
dialogues between lovers expressing their feelings, praises of physical features through
comparisons with nature, and depiction of events in a romance as a dream or vision. These
songs were written to portray the feelings and experiences of romantic passions in heightened
form, set in an idealized world.

There is nothing in this world that was not created by God. He created human sexuality to be
thoroughly enjoyed within appropriate boundaries and to reflect God’s passionate love for
humanity, as uncomfortable as this idea might make us feel.

This week, we will examine the entire book to identify major themes, repetitions, and the flow,
as we look at the passion of God reflected in a relationship between a man and a woman.

Warm-up question: What is one silly thing people do that you actually find romantic?

Study

Read through the entire book of Song of Songs in one sitting.

The aim of this first read is to get an overview of the entire book, so read at a steady pace and

do not worry about things you may not readily understand. Feel free to be creative in tackling

this book together. For example, assign one person to read “She,” another for “He,” and a third
for “Friends,” taking turns as necessary. This reading should take around 20-25 minutes.

As you read, keep these general principles in mind to help you read between the lines and pay
attention to the overall message:
1.The metaphors and comparisons are figurative and not intended to convey visual
resemblance. For example, when the bride’s eyes are compared to doves, it highlights the
qualities associated with doves rather than a literal comparison of their shape or color.
2.The comparisons refer to shared qualities, often highlighting excellence. For example,
references such as “Tower of David,” “En Gedi,” “lily among thorns,” “beautiful as Tirzah,”
and “lovely as Jerusalem” exemplify this.
3.All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and
training in righteousness. As you read, ask yourself: What do these songs teach, rebuke,
correct, or train you about love, and how do they equip you to love righteously?



After reading the entire Song of Songs, discuss the following questions.

1. What are your impressions of the book? How would you describe the flow of emotions in
these songs?

Notes: This is an open-ended question to share first impressions on the book.

2. What are some repeated phrases in this book? What do these sets of repeated phrases
teach or emphasize about love?

Notes: There are several sets of repeated phrases/images/ideas, as listed below:
e 2:6;8:3 e 2:16;6:3;7:10
e 2.7;3:5;84 e 4:1:5:12

Read the background information on Song of Songs and discuss the following questions.

3. As modern readers, encountering the graphic and sensual aspects of love in this book can
feel uncomfortable, particularly when considering it as a portrayal of God’s love for humanity.
Nevertheless, what are some characteristics or observations about love that this book reveals
regarding God’s love?

Notes: Song of Songs portrays the depth of passion that love can bring and how it manifests physically in
mutual and consensual acts between a man and a woman. This book shows that God creates human
sexuality to be enjoyed within proper boundaries, and He is not only interested in our souls but also in
redeeming our bodies. Overall, this book emphasizes God's passion for His people and commitment to love.

4. In what ways should human love mirror God’s love for His people?

Application

1. How does this book teach you to approach love and desire wisely, and how does it help you
distinguish seeking satisfaction in love from chasing sheer pleasure?

2. What is the importance of passion in love, both in human relationships and our relationship
with God? How can you deepen your passionate love for God?

*) Do you have any lingering questions or confusions about any parts of this book? Feel free
to list them and explore the answers in the following weeks.



WEER O2 - 1:1-2:7

The desire for love and its beginning.

Preface

Last week, we looked at the entire Song of Songs and observed the passion of God’s love
made real in the love between a man and a woman. There are repeated phrases and ideas that
emphasize various aspects of love that point us to Divine love.

This week, we will study the first two vignettes that depict mutual adoration and exclusivity in
love through a call-and-response dialogue between two lovers in an outdoor fantasy scene.

Background: The two vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 1:2-7, “The Bride Confesses
Her Love”; and (2) 1:8-2:7, “Solomon and His Bride Delight in Each Other”. These vignettes are
filled with expressions of mutual physical admiration between the lovers, ending with a charge
to the Daughters of Jerusalem not to arouse or awaken love until it so desires.

Warm-up question: What is one facial feature you have that you secretly like the most?

Study

Read Song of Songs 1:1-2:7 and answer the following questions.

1. How does the poem begin? Who speaks first, and what does he/she talk about? What senses
are evoked in these verses? (1:2-4)

Notes: Observe the comparisons made in these verses. What do the bride and her friends affirm and what
does it imply about the groom’s reputation?

2.1n 1:5-11, what does the bride say about herself, and how does the groom respond? What
does this exchange teach us about their perspectives on physical attractiveness?

Notes:

1.There are mixed interpretations regarding whether dark skin is a symbol of high status obtained from
tanning activities or an indication of low status as an agricultural worker. In any case, the groom does
not seem bothered by her skin color and praises other aspects of her appearance. He even likens her to
a mare among horses (v. 9), indicating that he found her sexually attractive and she piqued his attention.

2.In ancient Israelite culture, brothers are usually guardians of a woman's sexuality and are often involved
in marriage negotiations; hence, they are mentioned in verse 6. Additionally, the word “vineyard” has
multiple meanings, which can refer to either literal agricultural work or aspects of her sexuality.

3. What do the exchanges of compliments between the two lovers in 1:12-2:5 show us about
their attraction and love for one another?

Notes: These reflect mutual admiration and desire between the lovers, who are unashamed in expressing
and appreciating each other’s beauty.



4. What metaphors and images do the lovers use to describe each other, and what do you
think each figuratively represents? What qualities or values are highlighted?

Notes:
e “Your love is better than wine” (1:2) — joy and pleasure, intoxicating and enriching nature of love
e Fragrance and spices (1:3, 12-13) — represent attraction, sensuality, and allure
e “Acluster of henna blossoms” (1:14) — beauty, love, and fertility, symbolizing the richness of love
e Doves (1:15) — peace, love, purity, and fidelity, portraying a gentle and affectionate nature
e “Like alily among thorns” (2:1) — the bride’s beauty and uniqueness that stands out
e “An apple tree among the trees of the forest” (2:3) — desirability, sense of safety

5. Based on 2:3-2:5, what does the bride desire from the groom? How do these verses show
the reality of human desires and needs for support, and one’s openness to express them?

Notes: The three verses show a variety of human desires that can all be part of the expression of love, and
the bride articulates these desires openly, unashamed of her needs.

e |nverse 3, the comparison to the “apple tree” symbolizes the sense of safety and comfort.

e Inverse 4, the bride expresses her desire to be led and protected, as implied by the word “banner.”

e Inverse 5, she further expresses her need for “support,” seeking both emotional and physical closeness.

6. Who was the bride speaking to in 2:7? Considering the various aspects and expressions of
love discussed, why do you think it is wise not to arouse or awaken love until it so desires?

Application

1. In these songs, the groom and bride engage in brief exchanges of appreciation for each
other’s beauty, celebrating love and attraction without shame. What can you learn about
giving compliments during the early stages of attraction to foster healthy connections?

2. How easy is it for you to express your needs to God and others, and to ask for support?
Expressing our needs invites connection, ideally rooted in trust. How can you grow in your
awareness and openness to express your needs?

3. What aspects of love reflected in these passages mirror God’s love for His people? In what
areas do you need to cultivate a deeper love for God?

Notes: Several helpful keywords include desire, mutual delight/affection, commitment, unconditionality, ...



WEER O3 - 2:8-5:11

The longing for love and the seeking of it.

Preface

Last week, we began diving into the first two songs, examining some comparisons made and
perceiving a sense of mutual admiration. We also noted the bride’s expressions of her needs
and desires.

This week, we will look at three vignettes that demonstrate the bride’s desperation and desire
for love, as well as the purity of love honored through the way the lovers wait to awaken it.

Background: The three vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 2:8-17, “The Bride Adores
Her Beloved?”; (2) 3:1-5, “The Bride’s Dream”; and (3) 3:6-11, “Solomon Arrives for the
Wedding.” Most of these vignettes are spoken by the bride, including one with a dream
sequence where she reiterates the charge not to awaken love until it desires. The third
vignette compares a wedding procession to the groom’s arrival, celebrating their love and
marking the initial fulfillment of her desire, though there are still processes to follow.

Warm-up question: What is something you would be willing to wait 3 hours in line for?

Study

Read Song of Songs 2:8-17 and answer the following questions.

1. How does the bride describe the groom and what he is doing in 2:8-9, and what does the
groom say in 2:15? What does this reveal about the process and nature of love?

Notes: The bride describes the groom as a gazelle or young stag, symbolizing beauty and strength. He
comes from the mountain and stands behind the wall, which shows respect for the bride’s space while
admiring her, signified by the act of peering through the lattice. The groom eventually calls out to the bride
gently, inviting her to come out of hiding. This demonstrates a love that is neither forced nor rushed.

2. Song of Songs 2:8-17 depicts the bride’s fantasy of the groom’s arrival. In 2:10-13, what does
the bride imagine the groom saying? What does her imagination reveal about her desires?

Notes: In the bride’s imagination, the groom speaks of the arrival of spring, along with other references to
nature, symbolizing renewal and the joy of love. This reveals a deep longing for connection and intimacy,
while the spring imagery suggests a desire for new beginnings and the flourishing of their relationship.

3.1n 2:16-17, the bride speaks of mutual commitment and exclusivity for the first time. Why
are these factors important in the pursuit of intimacy? What is it about intimacy that
necessitates such carefulness and appropriateness?

Notes: Mutual commitment and exclusivity provides the trust, safety and security to pursue deeper
intimacy, which are essential for fostering deep emotional connections. These conveys that humans are
made to connect deeply but intimacy is a sacred act that needs to be pursued in proper boundaries.



Read Song of Songs 3:1-5 and answer the following questions.

Song of Songs 3:1-5 is the first instance of a dream sequence, a storytelling device that
represents a character’s dream, often used to reveal their fears, desires, or inner thoughts
through surreal imagery and symbolism.

4. What emotions are conveyed in her dream, and what does it reveal about the depth of her
emotional experience of being in love?

Notes: The bride seems afraid of losing her groom, and the dream illustrates the seeking and finding that
indicate a strong desire for intimacy and the reality of love, which can be an all-consuming, deeply
emotional experience.

5. The bride’s dream concludes with yet another charge not to arouse or awaken love until it
so desires. What does this reveal about her character?

Read Song of Songs 3:6-11 and answer the following questions.

This vignette is a portrayal of a wedding procession from ancient Israelite tradition. In that
tradition, a wedding takes place over a long series of events, beginning with the procession to
consummation, followed by feasting, with each process spanning seven days.

6. What references does the bride use to describe this procession? How does her culture's
way of celebrating reflect the value they place on marriage compared to our modern culture?

Application

1. In light of the importance of mutual commitment and delight in love, how can you continue
nurturing your love for God and for one another in various relationships?

2. What practical steps can you take to apply the wisdom of not arousing or awakening love
until it so desires, and to honor the process of cultivating love?

3. Song of Songs 2:8-17 demonstrates a love that waits and respects others’ willingness to
open up. This mirrors God’s love for us, as He waits for us to open the door while He knocks.
What areas of your heart are you struggling to let God into, and why? What is one step you can
take to grow in this area?



WEER 04 - 4:1-5:8

The intensity of love.

Preface

Last week, we saw the depth and celebration of love, highlighting how mutual commitments,
developed through a process as lovers wait for love’s consummation, are key to creating
safety and fostering greater intimacy in a relationship.

This week, we will explore vignettes that portray the groom’s admiration for the bride that
grew in intensity, as well as the bride’s dream, revealing the struggles of love.

Background: The vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 4:1-5:1, “Solomon Admires His
Bride’s Beauty” (comprising two vignettes); and (2) 5:2-8, “The Bride Searches for Her
Beloved.” Most of these vignettes are spoken by the groom, with 4:1-7 describing the beloved
in a linear progression from head to feet, a common poetic form of that time.

The final scene in 5:2-8 is a dream sequence that reveals the bride’s inner fears or thoughts,
highlighting the challenges of love and the potential danger of being consumed by it.

Warm-up question: If you were an animal, which one would you want to be and why?

Study

Read Song of Songs 4:1-7 and answer the following questions.

Following the wedding procession scene in 3:6-11, Song of Songs 4:1-7 is a “wasf,” a poetic
form commonly used in traditional Syrian weddings, where the beloved is described by their
lover from head to feet. The description focuses less on how they look and more on the
emotions they evoke. For example, her eyes may not resemble doves, but they evoke the
same feelings that doves do. The imagery also suggests qualities of excellence; for instance,
the Tower of David, which represents the ultimate perfect tower.

1. How does the groom describe the bride’s eyes, hair, teeth, lips, temples, neck, and breasts?
What qualities do each of these metaphors represent?

Notes: You may divide the research task among members and share your findings afterward. This question
is not really about finding the exact meanings of each description, but rather about helping modern readers
appreciate the comparisons.

2. What phrase is repeated in this section? Overall, what does this poem signify about love?

Notes: The repeated phrases found in verses 1 and 7 compliment the bride’s beauty, framing the other
descriptions of her features through comparisons. This signifies that love and admiration involve choosing
to see and continually affirm the beauty of the other person.
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Read Song of Songs 4:8-5:1 and answer the following questions.

3. What senses are evoked in 4:8-15 and what characteristics of love does it convey? How
might these resemble or differ from modern portrayals of love?

Notes: This section engages the senses of sight, smell, taste, and touch, highlighting the intensification of
passion and intimacy in love. The resemblance to modern portrayals of love is a topic for open discussion.

4. Some scholars interpret 4:16-5:1 as the climax of this book, representing the consummation
of love, with “friends” encouraging to love. How should these passages shape our perspective
on passion in love and the physical intimacy aspect of it?

Notes: There is nothing in this world that was not created by God; however, this world is broken and marred
by sin, which can twist our perspectives. This passage shows that physical intimacy, when done within
proper boundaries, is beautiful and reflects the passion of love.

Read Song of Songs 5:2-8 and answer the following questions.

This vignette features a dream sequence where the bride dreams of separation from the
groom. Scholars differ on whether this dream occurs before or after marriage, questioning if
3:6-5:1 depicts an actual marriage or if it happens later, and whether it represents physical
separation. Some see this as the bride’s internal conflict in seeking physical intimacy.
Nonetheless, this highlights the tension between the bride’s desires and her behavior, as well
as conflicts in relationships.

5. Compare and contrast this dream in 5:2-8 to the dream in 3:1-5. What are the themes, tones,
and emotions? What do these dreams reveal about the struggles and dangers of love?

Notes: The first dream in 3:1-5 reflects the bride’s longing and desire for the groom, with a hopeful and
romantic tone centered on love, desire, and the hope for reunion. In contrast, the second dream in 5:2-8
emphasizes anxiety and fear regarding separation, showcasing a more complex and negative tone that
highlights tension in the relationship. The emotions in this dream include confusion, sorrow, and insecurity.

Side Note: The verse about the watchmen can be confusing. Some interpreters suggest the beating may be
real or a dream, conveying the bride’s tension between her passion and societal rules. Others view it as her
guilt over her slow response to her husband. This illustrates that love does not guarantee constant bliss;
intimacy influences both partners positively and negatively.

Application

1. How has your upbringing or previous teachings influenced your understanding and
approach to physical intimacy? What are appropriate boundaries for expressing love to others
at different levels of intimacy?

2. How can you distinguish between insecurity and fear of separation versus passion in love?
How can you address feelings of tension or insecurity in your relationships?

3. What action can you take to deepen your security in God’s love, in order to free and enable
you to love others more fully?

11



WEER 05 -5:9-7:13

Further enjoyment and celebration of love.

Preface

Last week, we observed the intensity and passion of love through how the lovers admired and
complimented one another, as well as the all-consuming nature of love that creates tension,
as revealed in the bride’s dream.

This week, we will explore several vignettes that showcase the lovers’ further enjoyment and
delight in one another’s beauty as their love matures.

Background: The vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 5:9-6:3, “The Bride Praises Her
Beloved”; and (2) 6:4-7:13, “Solomon and His Bride Delight in Each Other” (comprising two
vignettes). These sections consist of nearly equal-length compliments from both the bride
and the groom. They include three sets of wasf (see last week’s notes): 5:10-16 by the bride, as
well as 6:4-7 and 7:2-8 by the groom, interspersed with interactions involving their “friends.”
The bride also repeats twice the phrase “l am my beloved’s” and a variation of it.

Warm-up question: What are your top three love languages? (Refer to 5lovelanguages.com)

Study

Read Song of Songs 5:9-6:3 and answer the following questions.

Song of Songs 5:10-16 presents another wasf, where the bride uniquely describes her lover
from head down to legs, then returns to his mouth in response to the friends’ question. Such a
description from a woman’s perspective on a man’s body is actually rare in ancient literature.
Again, the emphasis of the comparisons is less on physical resemblance and more on the
qualities they inspire.

1. How does the bride describe and use metaphors for the groom’s physical features? What
qualities do these images represent?

Notes: This passage’s imagery is quite self-explanatory. Again, the focus is not on finding exact meanings
but on helping modern readers appreciate the comparisons. Overall, sculptural or architectural solidity
conveys strength, while other images signify tenderness and sweetness. References to precious stones or
materials suggest excellence.

2. The bride describes the groom as both her beloved and her friend. What qualities does
friendship bring to intimate relationships, and what does this reveal about the nature of love?

Read Song of Songs 6:4-7:9a and answer the following questions.
In these sections, there are two sets of wasfin 6:4-7 and 7:2-8, both spoken by the groom, with

occasional interjections from the bride and comments or interactions with friends.
12
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3. What qualities does the groom mention about the bride that are found only in 6:4-10 and
7:1-9a? How does the lovers’ appreciation for each other reflect the creation doctrine that
everything God made was “very good” (Genesis 1:31)?

Notes: In 6:4-10, the groom describes the bride as “perfect,” affirming her uniqueness, and in 7:2-8, he
portrays her as the work of an artist’s or master’s hands. In light of the doctrine of creation, human beings
made in God’s image are wired to enjoy and delight in beauty, which should lead them to be in awe of God.

4. Throughout the songs, the “friends” comment and ask questions, prompting responses
from the bride. What roles do these “friends” play in developing the lovers’ discourse?

Notes: Friends’ comments are more frequent in chapters 5 and 6 (5:1b, 5:9, 6:1, 6:10, 6:13), but they also
appear in 1:4b, 1:8, 8:5, and 8:8. They affirm the lovers’ love and valuable qualities, ask questions that invite
reflection on each other’s qualities, and occasionally cheer them on and celebrate alongside them.

Read Song of Songs 7:9b-13 and answer the following questions.

5. Comparing the bride’s earlier fantasy in 2:10-15 with 6:11-12 and 7:9b-13. What changes do
you notice in the stage of their relationship especially now that the bride is inviting the groom
to love?

Notes: This passage illustrates how what was once a fantasy is now a reality. References to the spring
season (blossom, bloom) suggest the freshness and vigor of love. The depth of appreciation between the
lovers shows that their love has matured, rooted in the security of their relationship. Notably, the groom’s
admiration for the bride’s beauty in 7:6-9 suggests a physical connection.

Application

1. How does this passage shape your perspective on the purpose and boundaries of physical
intimacy? How can you honor this in your life, both in relation to your own body and others’?

2. How might any of your insecurities affect your connections with others? How can
embracing the truth that you are created “very good” by God shape your self-image and
strengthen your relationships?

3. In this passage, we observe love maturing. In a relationship, what are some indicators that
both parties and the love shared are mature enough to proceed to a more committed stage?
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WEER 06 - 8:1-8:14

Final encouragement on love.

Preface

Last week, we examined the interactions of the two lovers through a series of compliments as
their love matured, showcasing key aspects and signs of mature love, including deep mutual
admiration and a sense of security rooted in mutual belonging and exclusivity.

This week, we will study the last few vignettes that elaborate on the final charges about love
and invite overall reflection on the theme of love as revealed in the entire Song of Songs.

Background: The final vignettes in Song of Songs 8:1-7, “Longing for Her Beloved” and “Final
Advice” in 8:8-14, do not provide a conclusive ending. Instead, they leave the narrative open-
ended, suggesting further anticipation and waiting. This passage highlights the consuming
power of love and its seasonal nature, which further emphasizes the importance of honoring
love’s sanctity through establishing a permanent commitment and pursuing chastity.

Warm-up question: What is your favorite love song?

Study

Read Song of Songs 8:1-8:7 and answer the following questions.

1. How does the bride wish to express her love based on 8:1-4? What charge does she give in
response to her own desires?

Notes: The bride desires to express her love publicly without judgment and to bring the groom to her
parental home for acceptance. She again acknowledges the charge not to arouse or awaken love until it
desires, acknowledging the process that love requires.

2.1n 8:4-7, how does the bride describe the nature or characteristics of love? What does a seal
symbolize, and why is it desirable in love?

Notes: Song of Songs 8:6-7 reflects the moment of epiphany that summarizes the major theme of the song
collection. These verses describe the kind of love celebrated throughout the book, an all-consuming power
that cannot be quenched or swept away and is more valuable than wealth. A seal symbolizes public
commitment and inseparability, providing permanence, safety, and security to enjoy this love.

Read Song of Songs 8:8-8:14 and answer the following questions.

3. What does the wall illustration in 8:8-10 imply? What role do the “friends” or “brothers”
play? What is the outcome of the bride being a wall?

Notes: The wall symbolizes protection and chastity, while the door suggests moral looseness. If she is a wall,
her brothers will adorn her; if she is a door, her family will protect her. By remaining chaste, the bride
achieves contentment in herself, allowing her to freely give herself as a gift (contentment) to her lover.
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4. How do Solomon and the bride treat their vineyard differently in 8:11-12? What does this
imply about love, given the vineyard is likened to love?

Notes: Solomon entrusts the vineyard to tenants, who must pay for the fruit; a metaphor for love as a
commodity. Meanwhile, the woman possesses her own vineyard and keeps all its fruit; it is hers to give. The
metaphor for love here is that it cannot be bought with money, making it far better than Solomon’s.

5. What note does Song of Songs end on? Are the lovers united at the end? How does it
demonstrate the chorus: “Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires”?

Notes: Song of Songs concludes with an open-ended note, suggesting further anticipation and waiting. This
ending powerfully demonstrates the chorus, showing that true love is a perpetual desire, not a one-time
event. This confirms that love’s ultimate satisfaction lies in its continual, patient awakening.

Reflect upon the entire Song of Songs study and answer the following questions.

6. What do you learn about love through Song of Songs? How would you define love and how
does it compare to the world’s definition of love?

7. In Scripture, many references compare God’s relationship with His people and Christ’s
relationship with the church to that of a husband and wife. How has the study of this book
enriched your understanding about the passion of God’s love?

Application

1. How has this book imparted wisdom in your life and relationships with others and with God?
What piece of wisdom would you like to commit to applying in the coming months in your
relationships with God and others?

2. Among these aspects of love: giving of self, desire, delight in each other, commitment,
marriage as reflection of God’s love, which one stood out to you most as an area of growth
upon finishing this study?
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