WEER 05 -5:9-7:13

Further enjoyment and celebration of love.

Preface

Last week, we observed the intensity and passion of love through how the lovers admired and
complimented one another, as well as the all-consuming nature of love that creates tension,
as revealed in the bride’s dream.

This week, we will explore several vignettes that showcase the lovers’ further enjoyment and
delight in one another’s beauty as their love matures.

Background: The vignettes we will study are (1) Song of Songs 5:9-6:3, “The Bride Praises Her
Beloved”; and (2) 6:4-7:13, “Solomon and His Bride Delight in Each Other” (comprising two
vignettes). These sections consist of nearly equal-length compliments from both the bride
and the groom. They include three sets of wasf (see last week’s notes): 5:10-16 by the bride, as
well as 6:4-7 and 7:2-8 by the groom, interspersed with interactions involving their “friends.”
The bride also repeats twice the phrase “l am my beloved’s” and a variation of it.

Warm-up question: What are your top three love languages? (Refer to 5lovelanguages.com)

Study

Read Song of Songs 5:9-6:3 and answer the following questions.

Song of Songs 5:10-16 presents another wasf, where the bride uniquely describes her lover
from head down to legs, then returns to his mouth in response to the friends’ question. Such a
description from a woman’s perspective on a man’s body is actually rare in ancient literature.
Again, the emphasis of the comparisons is less on physical resemblance and more on the
qualities they inspire.

1. How does the bride describe and use metaphors for the groom’s physical features? What
qualities do these images represent?

Notes: This passage’s imagery is quite self-explanatory. Again, the focus is not on finding exact meanings
but on helping modern readers appreciate the comparisons. Overall, sculptural or architectural solidity
conveys strength, while other images signify tenderness and sweetness. References to precious stones or
materials suggest excellence.

2. The bride describes the groom as both her beloved and her friend. What qualities does
friendship bring to intimate relationships, and what does this reveal about the nature of love?

Read Song of Songs 6:4-7:9a and answer the following questions.
In these sections, there are two sets of wasfin 6:4-7 and 7:2-8, both spoken by the groom, with

occasional interjections from the bride and comments or interactions with friends.
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3. What qualities does the groom mention about the bride that are found only in 6:4-10 and
7:1-9a? How does the lovers’ appreciation for each other reflect the creation doctrine that
everything God made was “very good” (Genesis 1:31)?

Notes: In 6:4-10, the groom describes the bride as “perfect,” affirming her uniqueness, and in 7:2-8, he
portrays her as the work of an artist’s or master’s hands. In light of the doctrine of creation, human beings
made in God’s image are wired to enjoy and delight in beauty, which should lead them to be in awe of God.

4. Throughout the songs, the “friends” comment and ask questions, prompting responses
from the bride. What roles do these “friends” play in developing the lovers’ discourse?

Notes: Friends’ comments are more frequent in chapters 5 and 6 (5:1b, 5:9, 6:1, 6:10, 6:13), but they also
appear in 1:4b, 1:8, 8:5, and 8:8. They affirm the lovers’ love and valuable qualities, ask questions that invite
reflection on each other’s qualities, and occasionally cheer them on and celebrate alongside them.

Read Song of Songs 7:9b-13 and answer the following questions.

5. Comparing the bride’s earlier fantasy in 2:10-15 with 6:11-12 and 7:9b-13. What changes do
you notice in the stage of their relationship especially now that the bride is inviting the groom
to love?

Notes: This passage illustrates how what was once a fantasy is now a reality. References to the spring
season (blossom, bloom) suggest the freshness and vigor of love. The depth of appreciation between the
lovers shows that their love has matured, rooted in the security of their relationship. Notably, the groom’s
admiration for the bride’s beauty in 7:6-9 suggests a physical connection.

Application

1. How does this passage shape your perspective on the purpose and boundaries of physical
intimacy? How can you honor this in your life, both in relation to your own body and others’?

2. How might any of your insecurities affect your connections with others? How can
embracing the truth that you are created “very good” by God shape your self-image and
strengthen your relationships?

3. In this passage, we observe love maturing. In a relationship, what are some indicators that
both parties and the love shared are mature enough to proceed to a more committed stage?
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